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NKFUI Mission
Statement
The National Kidney
Foundation of Utah & Idaho,
a major voluntary non-profit
health organization, is
dedicated to preventing
diseases of the kidney,
improving the health and
well-being of individuals and
families affected by kidney
disease and increasing the
availability of all organs for
transplantation.

~EVERY YEAR KIDNEY DISEASE KILLS
MORE PEOPLE THAN BREAST OR PROSTATE CANCER~
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Message From Our Leaders
Dear Friends,
While the 2020 Pandemic cancelled many NKFUI services and fundraising events we are proud to report
that our landmark scientific, legislative, and emergency patient and community
services continued to achieve substantive success. We look forward to returning to our
regular services for the 2021-2022 fiscal year which include:
- Family Kidney Kamp
- Youth Transplant Kamp
- Public Kidney Health Screenings
- Continuing Medical Education Conferences

Highlights from the 2020-21 Fiscal Year
PROVIDING over 212,000 safe miles
to and from dialysis, for indigent
patients living 60 miles or more from
their clinics, through our life-sustaining
transportation program.

SUPPORTING dialysis patients with emergency
financial funding for such emergencies as rent,
utilities, vehicle maintenance, medical insurance,
transportation, and medications.

AWARDING higher educational scholarships for deserving dialysis and kidney
transplant recipients who wish to become
more self-sufficient and provide for their
families.

SUPPLYING over
28,000 nutritional
supplements, including
Boost Plus and LiquaCel, to Utah and Idaho
dialysis patients. These
supplements help
improve lab reports and
overall health for
dialysis patients, allowing them to be placed
on the transplant
waiting list sooner.

EDUCATING nearly 8,000 Jr. High
students, through the Kids and Kidney
Program, about the importance of maintaining a healthy diet, the danger of abusing
prescription drugs, and the importance of
organ donation.

With the continuing support of each of you, our caring friends and
volunteers, we are confident we can meet the challenges needed to
ensure the best care for our patients, while working to achieve our
ultimate goal: the total eradication of diseases of the kidney.

FUNDING groundbreaking medical research
regarding new methods
of kidney disease prevention and treatment.
NKFU&I supported the
research of Dr. Laith
Al-Rabadi whose project
Novel Antibodies in
Membranous Nephrology
was published in the July
Journal of American
Society of Nephrology.
Dr. Bellamkonda K.
Kishore, received a federal
patent for his project
“Methods and Composition for Treating Nephrogenic Diabetes Insipidus”.

Gratefully,

David C. Trimble
President

Deen Vetterli
Founder & CEO
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Patient Services

28,227

212,034

Miles of Safe
Transportation
for Dialysis Patients

Nutritional
Supplements
Distributed

For the fourteenth consecutive
year, generous employees of
Fresenius Medical Care,
through volunteer payroll
donations, made it possible for
dialysis patients to receive
financial assistance and vans for
transportation to life-saving dialysis
three times a week. Contributions have
allowed the NKFUI to help hundreds
of dialysis patients in remote areas
throughout Utah and Idaho receive safe
and reliable transportation to their
dialysis treatments.

The NKFU&I has supplied over 28,000
nutritional supplements to Utah and
Idaho dialysis patients through one of our
most important “quality of life” programs.
Boost Plus and LiquaCel is supplied to
patients to improve blood lab reports and
overall health.

Annual Emergency Funding at

“Patients taking the supplements
continue to exhibit improved
stamina, decreased infections
decreased hospitalizations, and
ultimately decreased complications
related to end-stage renal disease.
- Renal Dietician

In 2020—2021, the
National Kidney
Foundation of Utah &
Idaho helped hundreds of
indigent kidney patients
through its Patient Emergency Services Program.
Patients in need receive
assistance grants to help pay
for rent, utilities, transportation, vehicle maintenance, medical insurance,
medications and doctor
bills.

64
Dialysis Centers
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Patient Services

Educational
Scholarships - Over

Educational Scholarships
for Kidney Patients

$29,000
Awarded

The National Kidney Foundation of
Utah & Idaho is dedicated to enhancing
the self-sufficiency of Utah and Idaho
kidney patients by awarding higher
educational scholarships. Students range
from freshmen to seniors pursuing
degrees at many universities and
community colleges. A grant from the
George S. and Delores Doré Eccles
Foundation funds this important
program to assist patients in their desire
to become independent and provide for
their families.

Life-Saving
Virtual Kidney Walk
Medical Alert Jewelry
Medical Alert
Jewelry is essential
for patients in case
of emergency. In
our commitment to
insure the best quality of
life to patients, the
Foundation continues to
supply these life-saving
alerts to the patient.

NKFUI First Ever
Virtual Kidney Walk

This year, all Kidney Walks were conducted
vitually. We invited kidney families & friends to
walk in their own quaranTEAM groups to raise
funds and awareness. There were approximately
500 participants who joined us for the Facebook
Live, and hashtagged #KidneyWalkUtah2020
photos on their social media posts. It was a
'different' year for Kidney Walk, but the
experience was met with warmth and kindness in a
community of online support.

Public
Education
Over 8,000 Jr. High Students

Educated About Kidney Disease

Education to prevent kidney disease and promote
organ donation awareness is a vital part of the mission
of the NKFUI. This year 8,133 Jr. High students
participated in an interactive presentation to learn
about benefits of a kidney healthful lifestyle, abuses of
prescription medication, and the importance of organ
donation.
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Development Programs
Fresenius Employee
Payroll Deduction

$60,000

For the twelfth consecutive year, the wonderful employees at Fresenius Medical Care
have made it possible for dialysis patients to
receive financial assistance for safe and
reliable transportation to and from life-saving dialysis. This year individual
employee donations raised more than
$60,000 in funds to safely transport Utah &
Idaho dialysis patients living 65 or more
miles from their nearest dialysis center.

Covid emptied the tables but the pledges continued

32nd Annual Coaches
Golf Invitational

$55,000
Kalani Sitake Deen Vetterli Kyle Whittingham David Trimble
BYU
NKFUI
UTAH
NKFUI

Utah’s two greatest university football coaches
again show their support for the NKFUI mission.
At the June 7th, 2021 Golf Invitational both
coaches joined us again helping to ensure a great
fundraising success.

Virtual Truck Show

$35,000

The Great Salt Lake Truck Show would have celebrated it's 31st year in
2020 and everyone was disappointed that the show was cancelled due to
Covid. We are grateful to the committee for their consideration of kidney
patient’s health and decision to move the GSLTS virtual. In spite of the
'online' aspect of the event, there were over 300 online attendees. We
conducted interviews about the history of the GSLTS and the England
Family's first hand experience with kidney disease, interviewed the Utah
Highway Patrol, and talked with kidney patients who joined us virtually.
Our event even featured an online version of the raffle that despite circumstances raised $35,000 in support of Utah kidney patient families in need.
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Development Programs
Kidney Kars Remains Among Top in the Nation
Donated
2004 Chevy
Silverado 2500

2021 marks 30 years since the inception and
implementation of Utahs’ Kidney Kars donation
programs.Utah started the Kidney Kars program
among a handful of NKF affiliates in 1991 and now
celebrates the 30th anniversary as a major milestone.
The NKF of Utah & Idaho was one of the first, and
has consistently been one of the country's top car
donation programs for three decades.

$1,029,805 Raised
Donated
2011 BMW 3
Series

Although there have been many million dollar years
between 2003-2009, during this pandemic, this past
fiscal year was indeed a benchmark one. Almost as if
in celebration of Kidney Kars 30th anniversary, we
raised $1,029,805 through the sale of vehicles
donated to the NKFUI! 2021 has indeed been a
year to celebrate.

As we reflect on the past 30 years of business partnerships, creative advertising, and sheer tenacity, Kidney
Kars donations have raised a total of $21,000,000 since 1991. We are deeply grateful to have the support of
BYU and the University of Utah in our efforts, as well as the support of the governors of Utah and Idaho. We
have worked on state recycling and city beautification committees, partnered with steel crushers, tow companies, and car auctions. We've tended and cared for a golden child of charity donation which has richly given
back to the thousands of Utah and Idaho kidney patients who rely on our services. The success of the Kidney
Kars program has allowed the NKFUI to continually enhance our charitable mission of patient services,
medical research, public and scientific education regarding the prevention and treatment of kidney disease,
and the promotion of life saving organ donations. "Kidney Kars saves lives," is an understated blessing to the
NKF of Utah & Idaho and to all who benefit from our programs.
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Medical Research Programs
Department of Internal Medicine
University of Utah Health

“Novel Antibodies in Membranous Nephrology”

Membranous nephropathy (MN) is a glomerular disease that often leads
to the nephrotic syndrome and is caused by autoantibodies that typically
target podocyte proteins. Recent work has identified a number of new
targets in this disease although many cases still remain untyped, making
clinical monitoring difficult. This project identified a new target podocyte antigen in MN, serine protease HTRA1. Fourteen cases were
identified in a demographic group with mean age of 67.3 years. Circulating anti-HTRA1 antibodies appear to correlate with the disease
course, suggesting that serial monitoring could facilitate diagnosis and
therapeutic decisions. Study of the function of HTRA1 may provide
important clues to podocyte biology and underlying pathogenesis of this
type of MN.

Dr. Laith Al-Rabadi, MD

Internal Medicine Division of Nephrology & Hypertension
University of Utah Health

“Understanding Sodium-Dependent Renal Immune Cell Activation and Migration-Microfluidic Modeling and Kidney Chips”

In this project, we will develop a microfluidic model, or a 3-D kidney
chip, in collaboration with Dr. Jungkyu (Jay) Kim. This project will
focus on the development of this novel technology for the study of
tubular epithelial cell physiology, and immune cell migration, morphology and activation. Our laboratory is particularly interested in the
response and interaction of immune cells with renal tubular epithelial
cells when confronted with increased dietary sodium. We believe that
targeting renal cytokines and immune cell activation may be crucial in
the development of therapies to prevent salt-sensitive hypertension.

Dr. Brandi Wynne, Ph.D
Division of Nephrology & Hypertension
University of Utah Health

“Investigating the Genetic Basis of Dysceramidemia in Rapid Renal
Decline”

The Pezzolesi lab identified 2 families with diabetes and rapid progression of
renal decline that harbor rare, pathogenic mutations in genes involved in the
sphingolipid biosynthesis pathway. Carriers of these mutations have diabetes,
progressing to ESRD, and elevated serum ceramide levels. Data implicates
dyslipidemia, in particular the accumulation of ceramides, in the pathogenesis
of diabetes-related complications, including diabetic kidney disease. This data
implicates the sphingolipid biosynthesis pathway and genetic variation that
alter this pathway as contributors to rapid progression of renal decline in
diabetes. The goal of this project is to expand and investigate the role of
familial dysceramidemia in rapid progression of renal decline using a
multi-omics approach that includes lipidomic and genomic analysis of large,
multi-generational pedigrees enriched for rapid progression of renal decline.
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Dear National Kidney Foundation...
Dear National Kidney Foundation,
I would like to sincerely send my appreciation
for your financial grant program. Because of
that program, I was able to have a generous
amount paid towards my dental bill so that I
can continue proceeding towards a kidney
transplant. Without that money, I would not
have been able to pay the bill without some
considerable time saving up. It probably would
have taken me over a year or longer to pay it (if
NKF was not able to help me).
-Anonymous NKF Grant Recipient

I want to express my gratitude for the
help and support I have received the
past two semesters. I want to sincerely
thank the National Kidney Foundation in
helping and supporting me every step of
the way so my goals become a reality.
Without the help of the scholarship
opportunities provided, it would be
almost impossible for me to pursue my
education. Thank you for everything. I
am forever grateful for all the support I
have received and will continue to
receive from the
National Kidney Foundation
Sincerely, E.D.
Syracuse, Ut

Hello,
Writing to thank you and the
Kidney Foundation for the
financial help in the form of a
$350 grant to help me with
rent having lost my job and
then went into brain surgery a
week later. It was a big help.
Merry Christmas,
-J.K.
Pocatello, ID

Dear Kidney Foundation,
I'd like to thank you all for
the grant that helped pay my
utility bill, doing home hemo
definitely raises my electric
bill sometimes to the point
that its overwhelming, keep
up the good work and thanks
again.
-M.A.
Mt. Pleasant, UT
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Financial Statement
SUPPORT

Year Ended
June 30, 2020

Private Donations/ Memorials
United Way/ CHC Campaigns
Foundation Grants
Restricted Contributions
Special Events
Program Services Fees
Interest Income/ Gain on Investment

Year Ended
June 30, 2019

$ 21,251
$ 2,615

$ 200,838
$ 3,893

$
$
$
$

$ 262,081
$ 747,688
$ 30,784
$ 13,002

TOTAL INCOME

203,048
1,029,805
10,385
11,055
$1,278,159

$ 1,232,930

PROGRAM SERVICES
Patient Services
Medical Research
Public Education
Professional Education
Community Services

$
$
$
$
$

299,081
55,421
204,558
109,255
111,891

$
$
$
$
$

$ 780,206

280,319
64,060
202,961
107,238
110,288
$ 764,866

SUPPORTING SERVICES
Fund Raising
Management and General

$ 202,611
$ 32,518

TOTAL EXPENSES

$ 199,762
$ 33,935

$ 1,015,335

$ 998,563

6% 3%
11%

29%

Patient Services
Public Education
Fund Raising

11%

Community Services
Professional Education

20%

Medical Research

20%
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~EVERY YEAR KIDNEY DISEASE KILLS MORE PEOPLE
THAN BREAST OR PROSTATE CANCER~
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